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THE AAOSS 
TRIBULATIONS 


“Jack and the Beanstalk” was 
an unqualified hit. Our world- 
wide gross was...well, that’s 
none of your business. But 
trust me, it was HUGE. 


Weeks away from IT'S ALL As much as anyone, AND WHAT'S 
opening, “Jack the LE: RESTORING Nimble Pictures Wier paeoe tian 


Giant Killer” promised TRADITIONS, SWEETIE, owned this town. 
to be even BIGGER. || WHICH GIVE US OUR ONLY Ne eae 
SOCIAL CONTINUITY - 
IN A FAST-CHANGING IF Z HAVE TO 
SINGLE-HANDEDLY KEEP 
IT FROM FINALLY DYING OFF, Y==4 
IT'S A SACRIFICE I'M 
RELUCTANTLY PREPARED 
TO MAK. 


And I was 
a prince of 
the city. 


GOT TO SCOOT, 
DARLING. MOSS JUST CAME 
IN. DREAR BUSINESS ONCE 
MORE REARS ITS UGLY | 

HEAD. 


And RICH. Did I mention that? Rich, young, LADIES, You 
and cohabiting with a well-known action- DID A SUPERB JOB, AS 
adventure star, whose career would be ALWAYS. ONCE AGAIN YOU'VE 


RUINED if anyone knew which way his [SeeA mape A SILK PURSE OUT 
banner really fluttered. OF A SOW'S EAR. 


MORNING, 
MOSS. WHAT'S GOT YOU 
LOOKING SO PANICKY 
THIS TIMEZ 


= 1 
PLEASE, JOHN, 

Years ahead of schedule p a So why was I so relent- ~~ 

I'd already accomplished INTERVIEW. oe miserable‘ 7 MYSTERY, EVER SINCE 


YOU ARRIVED IN TOWN 
FOUR YEARS AGO, 
AND SO FAR THAT'S 

WORKED WELL 4 


more than I ever dared 


Because all of my , 
success was built . IF THEIR 
on an unknown j HUNGER ISN'T FED, LOVE 
foundation? EATING YOUR OWN YOUNG — WILL INEVITABLY TURN 10 HATE. 
IS A VIRTUE. FASCINATION I'VE SEEN IT HAPPEN 
CAN ALL TOO QUICKLY BEFORE. 
TURN TO RESENTMENT 
HERE. 


AND 
YOUR 
SOLUTION 
1Si2 


WE NEED TO \ 
CONSIDER GETTING 


AHEAD OF THAT CURVE 
BY DEFLATING THE BUBBLE 
BEFORE |T BURSTS. _/| 


AS YOU REMAIN SOME TWINKLY THING, JUST OUT OF NIMBLE 


THE CORNER OF THEIR EYES, THEY CAN'T HELP PICTURES, 
: CAN YOU HOLD 


2 PICTURES, 
ners CAN YOU HOLD 
PLEASE? 
NIMBLE 


PICTURES, 
CAN YOU HOLD 
PLEASE? 


SO WE LET THEM GET ONE BUT I HIRED YOU TO BE 
GOOD LOOK AT YOU, AND THEY'LL THE PUBLIC FACE OF NIMBLE LITTLE COWBOY. 
DUTIFULLY RESPOND BY FINDING PICTURES. AND I PAY YOU A | WHY SO GLUM2 
SOME OTHER SHINY BAUBLE KINGS RANSOM To é 4 ALL'S WELL, AND 
TO FIX THEIR ATTENTION DO IT. ( s THE WORLD IS 
. ON. 


’ OUR. 
ee IF YOU'RE 111 SOMETHING 
= NOT L/P TO THE SY) BETTER THAN 
THOSE ARE JOB, HELP ME FIND M OYSTERS, BECAUSE 
PRETTY GOOD YOUR REPLACE- I NEVER DEVELOPED 
ARGUMENTS, MENT. A ie os SEA 
\ > OT. 


WHAT I WANT MoRE 
WILL IT TAKE W" eal RESPONSIBILITY-- st 
TO TURN THAT ) NOT JUST PRETEND To ) y 4 
RUN THE SHOW, SO YOU pe: a NOW THAT Ww 
CAN STAY IN THE See GOOD. WHAT IN HE JACK FILMS ARE 


BACKGROUND. 2 kf NEARLY DONE, I WANT 
Ef PARTICULAR? THE AUTHORITY TO 


CHOOSE FUTURE 
PROJECTS. 


WITH THE MAKES SENSE. YOU , 


ANYTHING IN THE AND I 
FABLE, FOLKLORE oR ELSE? eae WANT TO BUY 
FAIRY TALE GENRES. OUR SPECIAL 
I STILL NEED 10 BE EFFECTS LABS-- 


CONSULTED BRING THEM 
ON THOSE. Y ENTIRELY /N- 


a ( 


AND I WANT YOU TO 
QUIT NA/L/NG OUR FEMALE 
STAFF. ONE MORE WRONGFUL 
TERMINATION SUIT AND-- 


WELL, JUST 
GO OUTSIDE FOR 
YOUR CONQUESTS, 
FROM NOW 
ON. 


(ernest ———enenieh 
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TWENTY EIGHT 
DAYS LATER 


FLIRT 
WITH HIM A BIT. 
HE LIKES IT WHEN 
YOU FLIRT WITH 
HIM. 


a 2 = A ] 
a all = Xl 
I’m one of the Hollywood gods. At the premiere Harrison actually invited me 
amas i up to his Montana ranch for a few days of 
y a fishing, riding and flying lessons. 
HE DoEEN FUNDE S ad 
OESN'T UNDER: N \ 
NE 


A 


paar Ave 
I think I'll buy (pple iia \ 
a new car today. OH, ONE 
v 
OTHER THING-- 
PROBABLY NOT 
WORTH MENTION- 


ING. 


A MAN'S 
HOLDING FOR THe 
BOSS. HE CLAIMS TO 
KNOW MR. TRICK Cp, 

FROM THE OLD 


— 


Or maybe a new vacation i Or a new villa at--what’s that 
house in Milan--or Tuscany. famous Italian lake they used 
in the last Star Wars movie? 


BELORE. He WW wv, ae ae 
UTS CLAIM / S, SIR, ONLY-- 
FOUNDED Jl To KNOW JOHN / peeckisee Me. wick 


NIMBLE. AA TRICK FROM HIS | 
~ N Sips PERFECTLY. 
a 


THERE WERE A 
FEW LONG-DISTANCE PHOTOS 
TAKEN BEFORE JOHN WENT REALLY 
DEEP \NTO SECLUSION. 


/ Does mie. \//~ DESPITE my \ | /_BuT You iene 


TRICK REALLY ACKNOWLEDGED BETTER PUT THE Guy's ON THE UP 
HAVE A MOON- \ SOCIAL PREDILEC- CALL THROUGH AND UP, HE'S AFTER 
SHAPED BIRTH- | TIONS, MRS. RENDELL, HERE. SOMETHING SPECIFIC-- 
MARK ON HIS O I WOULDN'T MOST LIKELY A PAYOFF-- 
HIND END2 KNOW. AND DAMAGE CON- 
TROLS |N MY 
BAILIWICK. 


Y UNLIKE 
OUR FEARLESS 
LEADER, I DON’T 
CHASE TAIL ON 
THE JOB. 


TOMBLING 
Af T£i2 


Y NOT JUST 
THE FILMS, WHICH 
WILL EVENTUALLY SHOW 
IN EVERY COUNTRY 
IN THE WORLD. 


BUT TH 
MERCHANDISING, TOO. 
THE TOYS. THE ACTION 
FIGURES. THE OFFICIAL 

ADAPTATIONS, NOVELS 
DCOM/C 


AND THE 
ANIMATED SERIES. 
LET'S NOT FORGET f= 
THAT. 


YOU TALK ABOUT JACK 
LIKE HE WAS A REAL 
PERSON, SIR, 


THAT'S 
HOW T THINK 
OF HIM. 

IN 


\ 


7 THAT'S HOW 
YOU MAKE BLOCK- 
BUSTER MOVIES, 
ROBERT. MAKE THE 
CHARACTERS REAL. 


“J 
MR. WATERHOUSE CALLED AN 
EMERGENCY MEETING OF THE 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS. I JUST 
TOLD YOU A FEW MINUTES 
> AGO. 


4 


WELL, I DIDN'T 
HEAR YOU. I WAS 
DISTRACTED. 


Y THEY'RE 
READY NOW, IN 
THE CONFERENCE WHO'S THEY? 
: MOS6 AND I COMPRISE 
THE ENTIRE BOARD. WHO 
ELSE IS THERE? 


nf Cover teat ; 
SN 32 Gag 
ke zy 


» 


>THE JACK TALES 
Sx PAR 
R 


‘a 


fp 

WHO? N 
’{ AND RE f 
aA FOR 
db, WHY? 4 
a } 


YOU HAVE TO MAKE SURE 
I HEAR YOU WHEN YOU TELL ME 
SOMETHING /MPOR TANT. 


/ TRANSFER OF WHAT 
OWNERSHIP? WHAT THE 
HELL ARE YOU TALK- 

ING ABOUT? 


IT'S COMPLICATED, 
JOHN, AND I HAVE TO 
ADMIT I DON'T UNDER- 
STANP ALL OF THE 
PARTICULARS. 


AND YET, 


I BELIEVE T 5 


JUST DID. 


VW _ WHO THEY'RE OUR LAWYERS, 


M ” 
WHAT'S GOING ARE THESE JOHN. OUR NEW ONES. THEY'RE 


HERE TO INSURE A LEGALLY 
CORRECT TRANSFER OF 
~ OWNERSHIP. 


PEOPLE? 


BUT THE SHORT 
VERSION IS: YOU'RE OUT 
ANP I'M IN. 


I'VE DREAMED 
OF BEING ABLE TO SAY 
THAT SOMEDAY, YOU 
MISERABLE PIECE 
OF SHITCAKE. 


YOU'RE 
FIREL. 


MAYBE YOU BETTER GO SEE THE 
MAN WA/T/NG IN YOUR OFFICE, 
WHILE WE FINISH GETTING THE 
PAPERWORK READY. 


HE'LL 
EXPLAIN EVERY- 
THING. 


y Imusep ~ 
TO BEING CALLED 


- » << SHE NON Mim 
{ GOD MAN! IS \ | ) BUT I GUESS 
THAT REALLY : | YOU WOULDN'T KNOW 
| THAT, NOT HAVING BEEN 
AROUND FOR 
AWHILE. 


ill 


YOU COULD 
KNOCK ME OVER WITH 
A FEATHER! 


GOOD, 
THEN YOU CAN 
JUST LISTEN L_ 

\ FOR NOW. 


NO NEED TO ASK 
WHAT YOUVE BEEN BUT 
UP TO FOR THE PAST THAT'S ALL 
FEW YEARS. OVER. 


s YOU 
RATTED ME 
OUT? 
LY 


H OR THE 
FLYSWATTER? , BUG SPRAY? 


FLOOR WITH 
YOU. 


LOOK WHAT 


YOU MADE ME Do, 
THIS IS MY ONLY 
SUIT. 


THEY THINK \ { WHEN WE'RE 
THIS IS JUST \Y DONE HERE, 
ATYPICAL ‘YOU'LL GO BACK 
HOLLYWOOD OUT THERE AND 
BACKSTAB- . SIGN EVERY PAGE 

BING. .A\ WHERE THEY 7ELL 
YOU TO. 


THIS ABOUT 
ME BEING 
FIRED? 


THE OTHER 
ROOM ARE ALL 
MUNDY. THEY 
DON'T KNOW 
ABOUT OUR 
FABLE 
NATURE. 


YOU'LL SIGN 
ALL CONTROL OF 
NIMBLE STUDIOS OVER 
TO MR. WATERHOUSE, 
WITH FABLETOWN AS HIS 
EXTREMELY SILENT 
PARTNER--THROUGH 
SEVERAL LAYERS OF 
CUTOUTS AND SHELL 
COMPANIES, OF 
COURSE. 


rollin ne ahony\ (chive Bokeioden 
TO T| OF THE (a 
ica icing cea BIGGER FORTUNE. I PROFESSIONS. YOU 
ARE L— A CAN PAY YOU BACK RIGHT RISKED DRAWING 
: WHY WOULD NOW, WITH INTEREST, AND ATTENTION TO OUR 
I EVER CONSIDER ‘ STILL HAVE ENOUGH TRUE NATURE. 
DOING THAT? I HAVEN'T LEFT OVER To-- 
DONE ANY THING 


STOLE FROM 
us. 


I DID NO SUCH THING! I WAS \ 
SCRUPULOUS ABOUT REMAINING 


IN THE BACKGROUNZ, NO MUNDY 
KNOWS AN ABOUT 
an 


BUT I'VE MANAGED TO LAST 
NEARLY F/VE YEARS AS SHERIFF 
WITHOUT SPILLING ANY BLOOD, 

ANP T'D LIKE TO KEEP THAT 

RECORD GOING A BIT 


LONGER. _ SOHERE'S 
WHAT WE'RE 
GOING TO 
DO, 


THE FABLETOWN BRASS WANTS ‘ed 
YOUR HEAD ON A PLATTER. IF I 
WERE TO BRING YOU IN, YOU'D HAVE 

AN APPOINTMENT WITH THE / 
HEADMAN BEFORE THE 


WEEK WAS OUT. to 


AND THAT'S 
WHAT SAVEP YOUR 
LIFE, JACK. 


I ASSUME YOU HAVE 
A SAFE SOMEWHERE IN THIS 
ROOM WITH A BUNDLE OF 
UNTRACEABLE EMERGENCY 
CASH IN IT. 


YOU CAN 
TAKE AS MUCH OF 
IT AS YOU CAN FIT 

IN THIS BRIEF- 
CASE. 


= N 
é aettttK. 


ao 


BUT THAT 
___/ WON'T AMOUNT 
7] 10 A FRACTION \ 
\ OFWHATIm | 
CURRENTLY 


FRACTION 


TOO BAD. 
EVERYTHING ELSE 
IS FABLETOWN 

MONEY NOW. 


'‘M GOING TO 
GO BACK AND TELL 
MY SUPERIORS THAT 
YOU GAVE ME THE 
SLIP 


AND 
YOU'RE GOING TO 
DISAPPEAR. 


FOREVER. 


YOU'RE 
RIGHT. I'M BEING 
ENTIRELY TOO 
MERCIFUL. 


s 
i 
! 


I'LL NEVER 
DIE, NEVER GROW 
OLD, AND T'LL BET YOU'D 
HAVE ONE HELL OF A 
TIME KILLING ME NOW, 
EVEN IF yOu 
TRIEP. 


ST ee, 


IF YOU EVER STICK 
YOUR HEAD UP AGAIN IT'LL 
ARREST YOU, OR K/LL YOU-- 
WHICHEVER SEEMS THE 
MORE VIABLE OPTION 
AT THE TIME. 


FINE. RU/N 
MY NEW LIFE AND 
STEAL MY MONEY. 


K/ ACCOMPLISHED 


Be EVERYTHING I 


SET OUT TO DO, AND 
YOU CAN'T TAKE ANY OF 
THAT BACK. I FINALLY 


YOU CAN'T 
UNMAKE THE FILMS. 
I DOUBT YOU COULD 
EVEN KEEP THE THIRD 
ONE FROM COMING 
OUT. 
WE WANT TO? THE ‘ae 
LION'S SHARE OF THE 
MONEY IT MAKES WILL 


FLOW INTO OUR 
COFFERS NOW. 


WHO 
CARES IF IT 
ALSO MAKES 
YOU THE MOST 
POPULAR GIRL 
IN SCHOOL? 


I DON'T EVEN 
MIND IF IT REALLY DOES 
MAKE YOU MORE MAGICALLY 
POWERFUL. 


AS LONG 
AS YOU STAY 
HIDDEN FROM 

NOW ON. 


THAT'S AS 


SO HOW'S 
MUCH REMINISCING 
ee YOUR AS I'M PREPARED IT'S TIME 
' LOVELY WIFE, BEAUTY? TO DO. FOR YOU TO PACK 


ROSE RED? SNOW AND WE'RE NOT YOUR BAG, SIGN 
THE KIDS? i as OUT AND GO. 


THE KIDS 
ARE FINE. GROWING 
LIKE WEEDS AND LOOKING 
FORWARD TO THEIR FIFTH 
BIRTHDAY. 2 
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BROKEN CROWNS 
AND CANDLESTICKS 


—E———__ Ss 
| & 


NO DATE. I 
THOUGHT I'D GO TO 
7A\__ THE MOVIES. AE 
P | As SS ¢ 


ee 


THEY'RE 
SHOWING ALL 
THREE JACK MOVIES 
BACK TO BACK. W/NE 


HOURS TOTAL. DUSK /= 


NOT LIKELY. 
I NEVER HAD MUCH USE 
FOR THE Boy. 


LIKE JACK BEFORE, 
BUT NOW THAT HE'S 
SO FAMOUS.,, 


SEE HIM AGAIN? 


Bur JACK WAS NEVER SEEN 
IN FABLETOWN AGAIN, UNTO 
THE VERY END OF DAYS. 


HICH ISN'T TO SAY HE 
DIDN'T HAVE MANY MORE 
ADVENTURES. 


NEXT: WE'LL PAGE BACK IN THE CALENDAR 
TO SEE WHAT OCCURRED IN FABLETOWN 
DURING JACK'S HOLLYWOOD YEARS. 


SS iy 


“FABLES is an excellent series in the tradition of 
SANDMAN, one that rewards careful attention 
and loyalty.” - ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY 


BILL ‘= 
WILLINGHAM 


“[A] wonderfully twisted concept... 

features fairy tale characters banished to the 
noirish world of present-day New York.” 
-THE WASHINGTON POST 
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~ 4 VOL. I: LEGENDS IN EXILE 
VOL. 2: ANIMAL FARM 

VOL. 3: STORYBOOK LOVE 

VOL. 4: MARCH OF THE WOODEN SOLDIERS 
VOL. 5: THE MEAN SEASONS 

VOL. 6: HOMELANDS 

VOL. 7: ARABIAN NIGHTS (AND DAYS) 
VOL. 8: WOLVES 

VOL. 9: SONS OF EMPIRE 

VOL. 10: THE GOOD PRINCE 

VOL. 11: WAR AND PIECES 

VOL. 12: THE DARK AGES 

VOL. 13: THE GREAT FABLES CROSSOVER 
1001 NIGHTS OF SNOWFALL 


FABLES VOL. 3: 
STORYBOOK LOVE 


FABLES VOL. 6: FABLES: 
HOMELANDS 1001 NIGHTS OF SNOWFALL 


WINNER OF TWO EISNER AWARDS » 
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